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1. The following obeervations were nade at Merseburg airfield from 10 through 29

March 1953:

0 Mareh, Night flying wes conducted fronm 6 to 1l p.m, Single and paired take-offs
by MiG-158 were cbserved. A forration of four planes was also c een. At 5:15 Poloy
source counted 13 MiG-l5s and type-29 planes at the field.

e

14 March, From 3 to 4 p.m., six MiG-15s practiced diving over the field,
HWeather was 1/10 overcast. :

25X1 16 March, At 5:30 p.m., | [seven 17iG~15s at the eastern end of

the runway. One train arrived on the spar track.

17 Yarch. From 2 to 6 p.m., individual MiG-153 wade loeal training $lights

in fajr weather, About 6 pun., six MiG-15s were parked near the eastern end of
the runmway. o
22 Yareh, No air activity was observed., The weather was fair, About 5 p.m,,
12 1G-1%8 were parked at the eastern end of the rummy.

23 Mareh, From 11 a.m. t0 1 p.m., single ¥iCG-15s without awdiliary Tuel
tanks practiced diving . The airfield was crossed at an altitude of about
100 meters. Subsequently, the plarnes c¢limbed again very steeply before they
mad oth rrogach

25X1 [Weather was 1/10 overcast, visibility about
eight kilometers,

26 March, Flying wae already under way at 6:30 a.m. in fair weather. Flights
were made In great altitudes. Sorme paired teks-offs were also observed.

29 11\'Iza.1-<';'h,,w No alr activity was observed in the morning and from 2 to 3 p.m.t
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the planes londed again within five minutes.
o1 [ ]
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Wlen night £1ying was practiced at the field, a rotating searsnlight was in
operation at a point about 400 nmeters from themastern end of the runay.,

The searchlight would be trucked there on a two-axle vehicle. Between the
searchlight and the eastorn ead of the runuay, red lsups had been set up 6C
te 8C meters apart. Sinilar lamps were observed in the westorn extension

ol the runway. Two other searchlights vere vosted at the highest point of the
airfield terrain. They were only used for landing plenes. The rotating
searchlight swang from north to west in an angle of about 45 degrees and

‘would make 14 rotations before it was switched of again.

Adr activity observed at the installaticn from 2} Farch through 21 April
ineludeds

25 Yarch, From noon %o 4 p.m., individual local training flichts were made
in fair weather, ,

26 Yarch, There was light air activity from 2 to 6 p.m. in fair weather,

27 larch, Some local tralning flights were vade at an.altitude of about 1,000
metara from noow %o 4 p.m. Weather was 5/10 overcast.

28 and 29 March, No air activity was observed, Weather was overcast.

30 March, Belween 7:30 a.r. and 7 p.m., five nimute training flights were
made,

At 6:10 pum., four MiG-1%s aprroaching from the east landed at the field.

31 March, From 8:30 a.i, to 5 p.lie, local training flights were made. Weather
wae 8/10 overcast at an altitude of about 800 meters, visibility good.

i April. Tlying was practiced from 9 a.m., to 6 p.m.Weather was 2/10 overcast.

2 April. At 1:05 pam., 18 HiG;15a approaching fror the east landed, The
planes renained at the fisld. Weather was 3/10 overcast.

3 dpril, From 8:20 a.m. to 4:20 pun., individusl local training flighte
were made and diving was practiced. Weather wss overcast, the cloud base
being at an altitude of 2,000 meters, and visibility was good.

vere identified on aircraft., Eleven MiG-158 were lined up ad
the eastern end of the runway, 22 other MiG-15s were observed parked near
the hangers. A Pe-2 and tuwo single-engine planss were also observed at the
instaliation.

4 Aprdl. From 7:30 sa.m. Yo 4 p.n., some local traiming flights were made.
| | Weather was fulr, wisibllity good.

& April, HNo air activity was observed. Weather was 8/10 overcast,

6 Areil, One formation of 5 and three formations of 8 MiG-15s each took off
at 7330, 8320, 9:30, and 10 a.n. respectively headed toward Leipzig at an
altitude of about 1,500 meters. The planes involved had taken off in groups
of two. A% 2:35 poie, three formstions of 8, one formation of 3 and another
formation of 2 MiG=15g landed in groups of itwo, the second plane being

staggered four or five aireraft lengths to *E;Fg right after the first, A11
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While the 29 I'iG-15s were away, four 11G-158 were parked at the eastern
end of the runway.

April., Some local training rlights were mads from 12:45 %0 4:50 p.n. ‘Weather
was 3/1C overcast, visibility good.,

8 April. Formation flying in groups of two and four was vrecticed from 8:45
a.m. to 4 p.m.

9. April. Single MiC-158 made some local training flights from & a.m. to
4 pom. Weather was §/10 overcast at sn altitude of 600 nmeters,

10 April, ¥rom noon to & Pefi.y there wes light local training setivity
in fair weather, .

il and 12 aprii. Mo air activity was observed. Weather was fair, visibility
good., ‘

13 dpril. Sowrre observed 33 MiG-l5s and type-29 planes, two single-engine
planes, and 1 blpisne at the field. Frow 6 to 11 Polltey sbout five~minmute
flights were made.

14 Aoril.  Two 1MiG-15s practiced flying between 3 a.an. and 4 p.m. The elosad
celling wae at an altituds of about 300 meters, visibility 2,000 neters.

16 April, Individual planes prechiced flying bebtween & s.m. and 4, pal,
The planes flew for about 30 mimutes above the clouds » Weather was overcast
at about 500 meters, visibility about 2,000 meters, with intsrrittens rairn.
17 April. There was hardly any air activity., Westher was fair,

18 April, From 8 a.n. o 6 p.m., formation flying in groups of two and four
was practiced. Weather was fair, visibility goed. ’

19 Avril. Mo air activity was obgerved in fair weather.
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20 Appil, There was continuous air activity fron 8 ., to 2 a.. on
21 April, Forratlon flying in groups of two and four was practiced during theé
day, single flying at night.

21 April. There was heavy flying by individual planes during the day.
- Weather was fair. At night, two planes would vake off at a distance of
about 200 nreters for about 45-minute flirhts. When they crosszed the
field at an altitude of 1,000 to 1,500 meters, they wore caught in the
25X1B beans of throe or four searchlighte followed the nlanes in jerks.

4

25X1A

:_omnentg The headquarters of a fighter division and a fighter
regiment are stationed at lerseburg airfield. The heavy occupation of the
installation in early April is noteworthy. Since Cetober 1952, a total
of 53 aircraft numbers has been observed in Versebwrg. Cf these numbers,
about 10 alsc have been observed at other fields occupied by units of
the Southern Fighter Corps. The heavy occupation of the field and the
fact that it 1s unusually well equipned with radar sets indicates thet

25X1B - the installation plays a major role in conjunction with air defense
missions of the Southern Fighter Corps.)

L 7
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